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Summary

The donation and transplantation of organs depend on the legislation, culture, religious
convictions, and attitudes of the public and health care professionals, especially nurses. Nurses
are the first health care professionals, who approach the relatives of potential organ donors. They
seem to be the conjunctive ring between the family members and other health care professionals,
and they initiate the discussions surrounding the option of organ donation. The last few years'
researchers have examined the nurses' role in the organ donation process.

This article is a literature review of the nurses' attitudes and knowledge towards brain death
and organ donation. It has been emerged that factors which influence nurses' attitudes and
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knowledge are related with the demographic characteristics of nurses, the department they work
in, the experience they had or not with the potential donors and the process of organ donation, the
levels of organization and co-ordination transplantation units, as well as gaining of the organ
donor card. The investigation of nurses' attitudes and knowledge helps in the development of
strategies for future configuration of educational program for nurses. It will help in the enrichment
of their knowledge for brain death, but also it will increase their positive attitudes. The scientific
knowledge will help nurses to approach relatives for consent in the procedure of organ donation.
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